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RESPONSE TO MARCH 22, 2004 OFFICE ACTION 
IN UNITED STATES PATENT APPLICATION NO. 09/829,217 



Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 



This responds to the March 22, 2004 Office Action in the above-identified application. 



In such Office Action, the Examiner imposed a restriction requirement against claims 1-19, as 
between Group I claims 13-19 and Group II claims 1-12. 



It is pointed out that no meaningful response can be made to such restriction requirement, for the 
reason that claims 1-19 cited by the Examiner were cancelled in the Preliminary Amendment 
filed April 9, 2001 in this application, with such Preliminary Amendment adding claims 20-84. 

Claims 20-84 thus were validly present in the application and were reflected in the USPTO filing 
receipt issued for the application on July 17, 2001 (this document indicated the application as 
then containing 65 claims, which corresponds to the added claims 20-84 introduced by the 
Preliminary Amendment). 

Subsequently, on November 12, 2003 a second Preliminary Amendment was filed, in which 
claims 20-23, 29, 36-38 and 41-83 were cancelled and claims 85-141 were added. 

Thus, as of the present date, the claims pending in the application are claims 24-28, 30-35, 39-40 
and 84-141. 

Enclosed in support of this reply is a copy of the aforementioned USPTO filing receipt issued 
July 17, 2001 indicating 65 claims as then pending in the application, and a copy of the 
November 12, 2003 Preliminary Amendment, together with a copy of the return postcard stamped 
by the mailroom of the Patent and Trademark Office with the filing date of November 12, 2003, 
evidencing the USPTO receipt of such Preliminary Amendment. 

It therefore is requested that the Examiner vacate the March 22, 2004 Office Action, in favor of a 
further Office Action directed to the currently pending claims 24-28, 30-35, 39-40, and 84-141. 

For the sake of good order, a listing of all claims 1-141 is set out in the following Section I 
(Listing of Claims). 
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